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According to a Nov. 21 statement by Uruguayan Foreign Minister Enrique Iglesias, Contadora
and Support Group foreign ministers will examine the recent offer by the United Nations and
the Organization of American States (OAS) to assist in maintaining peace in Central America at
a Dec. 17-18 meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. A joint statement by UN Secretary General Javier
Perez de Cuellar and OAS counterpart, Joao Baena Soares, was forwarded Nov. 20 to the foreign
ministries of the Contadora Group (Panama, Venezuela, Mexico and Colombia) and its Support
Group (Peru, Uruguay, Argentina and Brazil). According to Iglesias, the joint document offered
three distinct services for the purpose of avoiding a generalized military conflict in Central America:
establishment of an appropriate civilian and/or military presence to observe Central American
border areas; assistance in the reduction or withdrawawl of armed, and the dismantling of military
bases and facilities; and, assistance in the dissolution of irregular and other types of military
forces. The civilian or military presence mentioned in the document could also investigate arms
smuggling activites in the region; observe and/or verify compliance with agreements on weapons
limitation or reduction, commitments concerning quantity and quality of joint maneuvers with
foreign military forces, and agreements in the area of reduction or withdrawal of foreign military
advisers. The document also indicated that the two organizations would also investigate claims
of human rights abuses, assist in the resettlement of refugees in their countries of origin or third
countries, participate in the supervision of elections, and investigate claims by governments
involved regarding non- compliance with any commitment contained in present and future treaties
and/or agreements. Next, UN and OAS organizational resources could also be employed in the
coordination of economic aid to Central American nations, and to reactivate and restructure the
regional economic integration process. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 11/21/86)
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